
U.S. Federal Register Update: August 6 – August 17, 2018 
 
The U.S. Federal Register Update contains summaries of entries in the U.S. Federal Register that may be of particular 
interest to the standards and conformity assessment community. This update is provided on a weekly basis by ANSI as a 
service to its members as part of the Institute’s e-newsletter, What’s New? 
 
Lifejacket Approval Harmonization 

Published 8/17/2018 
Reference ANSI     
The Coast Guard announces that it is harmonizing personal flotation device (PFD) standards between the United States and 
Canada by accepting a new standard for approval of PFDs. Specific elements of the new standard are contained in a policy 
letter and deregulatory savings analysis, on which we are requesting public comment, and are intended to promote the 
Coast Guard's maritime safety and stewardship missions. Comments must be submitted to the online docket via http:// 
www.regulations.gov, or reach the Docket Management Facility, on or before October 16, 2018. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Office of Naval 

Research Arctic Research Activities 

Published 8/14/2018 
Reference ANSI, ISO     
NMFS has received a request from the U.S. Navy's Office of Naval Research (ONR) for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to Arctic Research Activities in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. Pursuant to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is requesting comments on its proposal to issue an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) 
to incidentally take marine mammals during the specified activities. NMFS will consider public comments prior to making 
any final decision on the issuance of the requested MMPA authorizations and agency responses will be summarized in the 
final notice of our decision. ONR's activities are considered military readiness activities pursuant to the MMPA, as amended 
by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (NDAA). Comments and information must be received no 
later than September 13, 2018. 
  
Stainless Steel Butt-Weld Pipe Fittings From the Philippines: Initiation of Antidumping Duty Changed Circumstances 

Review 

Published 8/14/2018 
Reference ANSI, ASTM     
In response to a request from Core Pipe Products, Inc., Shaw Alloy Piping Products, Inc., and Taylor Forge Stainless, Inc. (the 
petitioners), the Department of Commerce (Commerce) is initiating a changed circumstances review of the antidumping 
duty order on stainless steel butt-weld pipe fittings (pipe fittings) from the Philippines. Applicable August 14, 2018. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to a Marine Geophysical 

Survey in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean 

Published 8/10/2018 
Reference ANSI     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to USGS to incidentally harass, by Level B 
harassment only, marine mammals during geophysical survey activities associated with a the USGS's Mid-Atlantic Resource 
Imaging Experiment (MATRIX) survey project in the Northwest Atlantic Ocean. This Authorization is effective from August 
1, 2018 to July 31, 2019. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Pile Driving Activities 

for the Restoration of Pier 62, Seattle Waterfront, Elliott Bay 

Published 8/10/2018 
Reference ANSI     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an incidental harassment authorization (IHA) to the Seattle Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to incidentally harass, by Level A and B harassment, marine mammals during pile driving and removal 
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activities associated with the restoration of Pier 62, Seattle Waterfront, Elliott Bay in Seattle, Washington (Season 2). This 
Authorization is applicable from August 1, 2018 through February 28, 2019. 
  
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to Specified Activities; Taking Marine Mammals Incidental to Unexploded 

Ordnance Investigation Survey off the Coast of Virginia 

Published 8/8/2018 
Reference ANSI     
In accordance with the regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as amended, notification is 
hereby given that NMFS has issued an Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) to Virginia Electric and Power Company 
d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia (Dominion) for the take marine mammals, by harassment, incidental to high-resolution 
geophysical (HRG) surveys associated with unexploded ordnance investigation activities off the coast of Virginia in the area 
of the Research Lease of Submerged Lands for Renewable Energy Activities on the Outer Continental Shelf Offshore Virginia 
(OCS-A 0497) and coastal waters where one or more cable route corridors will be established (the Survey Area). This 
Authorization is in effect for one year from the date of issuance. 
  
Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Revision to References for Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Sector To Incorporate 

Latest Edition of Certain Industry, Consensus-Based Standards 

Published 8/8/2018 
Reference ANSI, ASHRAE, ASTM, IEC, UL     
On December 11, 2017, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published a direct final rule and an accompanying 
notice of proposed rulemaking entitled “Protection of Stratospheric Ozone: Revision to References for Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Sector To Incorporate Latest Edition of Certain Industry, Consensus-based Standards.” EPA proposed to modify 
the use conditions required for use of three flammable refrigerants—isobutane (R-600a), propane (R-290), and R-441A—in 
new household refrigerators, freezers, and combination refrigerators and freezers under the Significant New Alternatives 
Policy (SNAP) program to reflect an updated standard from Underwriters Laboratories. Because EPA received adverse 
comment, EPA withdrew the direct final rule through a separate notice. In this action, EPA is addressing relevant comments 
and finalizing the proposed use conditions with no changes. This rule is effective on September 7, 2018. The incorporation 
by reference of certain publications listed in the rule is approved by the Director of the Federal Register as of September 
7, 2018. 
  
Approval of American Society of Mechanical Engineers' Code Cases 

Published 8/16/2018 
Reference ASME, ASTM     
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is proposing to amend its regulations to incorporate by reference proposed 
revisions of three regulatory guides (RGs), which would approve new, revised, and reaffirmed Code Cases published by the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). This proposed action would allow nuclear power plant licensees, and 
applicants for construction permits, operating licenses, combined licenses, standard design certifications, standard design 
approvals and manufacturing licenses, to use the Code Cases listed in these draft RGs as voluntary alternatives to 
engineering standards for the construction, inservice inspection (ISI), and inservice testing (IST) of nuclear power plant 
components. The NRC is requesting comments on this proposed rule and on the draft versions of the three RGs proposed to 
be incorporated by reference. The NRC is also making available a related draft RG that lists Code Cases that the NRC has not 
approved for use. This draft RG will not be incorporated by reference into the NRC's regulations. Submit comments on the 
proposed rule and related guidance by October 30, 2018. Submit comments specific to the information collections 
aspects of this rule by September 17, 2018. Comments received after this date will be considered if it is practical to do so, 
but the NRC is able to ensure consideration only of comments received on or before this date. 
  
Stainless Steel Flanges From India: Final Affirmative Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair Value and Final Affirmative 

Critical Circumstance Determination 

Published 8/16/2018 
Reference ASME, ASTM     
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) determines that imports of stainless steel flanges from India are being, or are 
likely to be, sold in the United States at less than fair value (LTFV) during the period of investigation (POI) July 1, 2016, 
through June 30, 2017. Applicable August 16, 2018. 
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Stainless Steel Flanges From India: Final Affirmative Countervailing Duty Determination and Final Affirmative 

Determination of Critical Circumstances 

Published 8/16/2018 
Reference ASME, ASTM     
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) determines that countervailable subsidies are being provided to producers and 
exporters of stainless steel flanges from India during the period of investigation January 1, 2016, through December 31, 
2016. Applicable August 16, 2018. 
  
Entergy Operations, Inc.; FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company; Vistra Operations Company, LLC; Duke Entergy Florida, 

Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.; Dominion Nuclear Connecticut, Inc.; Virginia Electric and Power Company; 

Northern States Power Company-Minnesota; South Carolina Electric & Gas Company, Inc.; STP Nuclear Operating 

Company; Tennessee Valley Authority 

Published 8/10/2018 
Reference ASME     
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has issued a director's decision in response to a petition dated January 24, 
2017, filed by Mr. Paul Gunter on behalf of Beyond Nuclear, and representing numerous public interest groups (collectively, 
Beyond Nuclear, et al., or petitioners), requesting that the NRC take action with regard to licensees of plants that currently 
rely on potentially defective safety-related components and potentially falsified quality assurance documentation supplied 
by AREVA-Le Creusot Forge and Japan Casting and Forging Corporation. The petitioners' requests are included in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of this document. The director's decision was issued on August 2, 2018. 
  
Accreditation and Approval of SGS North America, Inc., as a Commercial Gauger and Laboratory 

Published 8/13/2018 
Reference ASTM     
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations, that SGS North America, Inc., has been approved to gauge and 
accredited to test petroleum and petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three years as of March 2, 2018. 
The accreditation and approval of SGS North America, Inc., as commercial gauger and laboratory became effective on 
March 2, 2018. The next triennial inspection date will be scheduled for March 2021. 
  
Accreditation and Approval of Intertek USA, Inc. (Sulphur, LA), as a Commercial Gauger and Laboratory 

Published 8/15/2018 
Reference ASTM     
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations, that Intertek USA, Inc. (Sulphur, LA), has been approved to gauge 
petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs 
purposes for the next three years as of May 10, 2017. Intertek USA, Inc. (Sulphur, LA) was accredited and approved, as a 
commercial gauger and laboratory as of May 10, 2017. The next triennial inspection date will be scheduled for May 2020. 
  
Certain Steel Nails From Malaysia: Preliminary Results and Partial Rescission of Antidumping Duty Administrative 

Review; 2016-2017 

Published 8/9/2018 
Reference ASTM     
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) is conducting an administrative review of the antidumping duty order on 
certain steel nails from Malaysia. This review covers the sales of two mandatory respondents, both of which we 
preliminarily determine to have made sales at less than normal value during the period of review, covering July 1, 2016, 
through June 30, 2017. In addition, we are rescinding the review in part with respect to 15 companies for which the request 
for review was timely withdrawn. Applicable August 9, 2018. 
  
Common Alloy Aluminum Sheet From the People's Republic of China: Amended Preliminary Affirmative Determination of 

Sales at Less Than Fair Value 

Published 8/8/2018 
Reference ASTM     
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) is amending the preliminary determination of the less-than-fair-value (LTFV) 
investigation of common alloy aluminum sheet (aluminum sheet) from the People's Republic of China (China) to correct a 
significant ministerial error. Applicable August 8, 2018. 
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Lifejacket Approval Harmonization 

Published 8/17/2018 
Reference ISO, UL     
The Coast Guard announces that it is harmonizing personal flotation device (PFD) standards between the United States and 
Canada by accepting a new standard for approval of PFDs. Specific elements of the new standard are contained in a policy 
letter and deregulatory savings analysis, on which we are requesting public comment, and are intended to promote the 
Coast Guard's maritime safety and stewardship missions. Comments must be submitted to the online docket via http:// 
www.regulations.gov, or reach the Docket Management Facility, on or before October 16, 2018. 
  
Biweekly Notice; Applications and Amendments to Facility Operating Licenses and Combined Licenses Involving No 

Significant Hazards Considerations 

Published 8/14/2018 
Reference NFPA     
Pursuant to Section 189a.(2) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is publishing this regular biweekly notice. The Act requires the Commission to publish notice of any 
amendments issued, or proposed to be issued, and grants the Commission the authority to issue and make immediately 
effective any amendment to an operating license or combined license, as applicable, upon a determination by the 
Commission that such amendment involves no significant hazards consideration, notwithstanding the pendency before the 
Commission of a request for a hearing from any person. 
 
This biweekly notice includes all notices of amendments issued, or proposed to be issued, from July 17, 2018, to July 30, 
2018. The last biweekly notice was published on July 31, 2018. Comments must be filed by September 13, 2018. A request 
for a hearing must be filed by October 15, 2018. 
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